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Gulkuka Transformed
29/4/13 10.00 am EST
The Gulkula site of the Garma Festival has been transformed. For many years the Festival ran on
volunteer labour and bush carpentry. But the infrastructure was due for a major overhaul. Over 2012
there have been major improvements.
“Guests revisiting Garma this year will be astounded at the developments that have been put in
place”, said Denise Bowden. “We have re-plumbed the entire site, created new amphitheatres, reengineered the bunggul (traditional dance ground) and performance spaces, upgraded the water
supply, toilets, showers and kitchen and created the sacred space of Gulkula as a modern day, bush
university and meeting place”.
“This is the year for sponsors and participants to re-establish their links with Garma. It is a new
beginning with many benefits for the Yolngu community and its supporters”, Ms Bowden said.
General Manager Denise Bowden said “The Yothu Yindi Foundation Board of Directors would like to
acknowledge the support of Gumatj Corporation, Pacific Aluminium Gove Operations, Sodexo and
Qantas for the 2013 event. The refurbishments of the Garma site have been aided by Minister Jenny
Macklin, FAHCSIA, the Trustees of the John T Reid Charitable Trust, Dr Dawn Casey from the
Indigenous Land Corporation and the NT Department of Corrections for their valued support in
upgrading facilities onsite. Additionally, we acknowledge the Gumatj clan for enabling the use of the
Gulkula site upon which to make way for the Garma Institute, our hub of education.
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These pictures tell a thousand words.

Refurbished	
  Dining Area
New 270.000 litre water tank and kilometres
of new pipes

New Gulkula Kitchen

Newly constructed Garratjambal House
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GARMA: Key Facts and Information

As the Institute develops, its focus is drawn
closer and closer to the needs of the Yolngu
people – adult education, job readiness training,
pathways from welfare to work, re-engagement
and up-skilling. Higher learning and university
level exchange will have its place, but more and
more the elders are seeking to provide the
younger generation with a facility that meets
their needs as they move toward the workplace.

The Annual Garma Festival is an internationally
renowned festival of traditional culture. It is held
annually at remote Gulkula, a, spiritually significant,
traditional meeting ground in Arnhem land.
The Garma
Festival
features a
spectacular
celebration
of cultural
traditions
and
practices –

The Garma Institute will be a multi-purpose facility
with a number of functions .It will include a
Conference Facility and Auditorium available all
year round, with accommodation on site. The facility
would also be the central infrastructure for the
annual Garma Festival. It will be designed in a
Yolngu way as it will be a Yolngu meeting place
where the senior elders of east Arnhem land can
meet and make decisions about the future.

dance, song, music, and art.
The key forum at the Garma festival is becoming
known as the Davos Forum for Indigenous
Australia. Many of Australia’s significant Indigenous
and non-Indigenous leaders attend each year and
Gulkula is recognised as a trusted place to share
and exchange information. The discussions that
occur at Garma both in the scripted and unscripted
parts of the key forum are illuminating for all
concerned.

These facilities can also be used by other Aboriginal
groups for meetings and other purposes. Other
visitors and smaller groups to east Arnhem could
also make use of the facilities.Last but not least the
Institute will also include a Healing Centre which
brings together the practical Yolngu knowledge in
the area and is made available for Yolngu and nonYolngu people alike.

GARMA 2013

As well as the Key Forum and integrated academic
presentations on language and culture, Key Forum
participants also have the opportunity to watch the
daily bunggul and music performances, enjoy
Garma art exhibitions and projects, and participate
in evening and night activities.
Garma is a unique combination of education,
entertainment and real cultural interaction,
exchange and immersion.
The Garma Institute
The concept of a bush university was originally
discussed in 1990 when the Yothu Yindi
Foundation was originally established. The ideas
behind the Garma Institute have evolved to be part
of the YYF’s broad agenda, celebrating and
affirming the Garma Key Forum as a major part of
the annual Garma Festivalevent. Garma is
effectively the hub of the “bush university” in
practice.
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Official opening of Garma 2013 - 9:30am Friday
9th August, 2013
Official closing ceremony Garma 2013 - sunset
Monday 12th August, 2013

KEY DATES TO REMEMBER:
•
•
•
•

Garma site opens to the public: 10:30am Thursday
8th August, 2013
Garma site closes to the public: 10:30am Tuesday
13th August, 2013
Registrants cancelling on-line registrations before 5
June 2013 will receive a 50% refund
Registrants cancelling on-line registrations after 5
June 2013 are not able to receive a refund
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ALL ABOARD THE GARMA FESTIVAL CHARTER
30/5/13 10.00 am EST
The Yothu Yindi Foundation is delighted to announce Qantas Airways has come on board as
a sponsor of the 2013 Garma Festival. Yothu Yindi Foundation Chairman Mr Galarrwuy
Yunupingu AM today acknowledged the generŌus spŌnsŌrship cŌmmitment tŌ this year’s
August 9 event.
“I am pleased tŌ yet again welcome Qantas as one of the major sponsors of our four day
August event. Qantas have been a loyal supporter of Garma over the years, and it’s
sponsorship commitment obviously places utmost importance on the value of engaging with
lŌcal IndigenŌus cŌmmunities and YŌlngu business enterprises in NE !rnhemland”, said Mr
Yunupingu. “I would like to acknowledge Qantas Chairman Leigh Clifford AO and CEO Alan
Joyce, for making this sponsorship possible.” said Mr Yunupingu.
General Manager of the Yothu Yindi Foundation Denise Ōwden states “Qantas has made a
great effort to engage with the community and has identified the 50th Anniversary of the
Yirrkala Bark Petition and Australia’s JŌurney tŌ RecŌgnitiŌn as being of great importance to
our national pride.
Denise said “This week has been a challenge fŌr !ustralia tŌ fathŌm the !dam GŌŌdes
racism incident, and our Garma programming pinpoints the many similar challenges of
Indigenous Australians from across the nation.” She said “Qantas supports the voice calling
fŌr changes tŌ !ustralia’s ŌnstitutiŌn in recŌgnitiŌn Ōf !bŌriginal and Torres Strait Islander
people, and Yolngu families from NE Arnhemland in particular place great value on Qantas
supporting the 2013 Garma event.”
Qantas will provide a Garma Charter for registered guests, departing Darwin for Gove on
flight QF1969 Thursday 8 August 8:00pm ETA 9:15pm. A shuttle transfer will be available for

guests to the site of the Garma Festival. Return transfers will be available on the Garma
charter flight QF1968 departing Gove for Darwin on Monday 12 August at 9:10pm ETA
10:20pm connecting with red eye interstate flights.
First in best dressed for Garma Festival flight bookings available by emailing your online
registration details to: brad@travelmanagers.com.au
Brad Thomas
Entertainment Travel Managers
Ph: 02 92803767
The Yothu Yindi Foundation would like to acknowledge the Gumatj Corporation, Pacific
Aluminium Gove Operations, the Indigenous Land Corporation, Qantas, Sodexo, FAHCSIA
and the Northern Territory Government sponsorships and further queries are available by
calling 08 89 412 900.
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7/5/13 12.00 pm EST

THE	
  VOICE o the	
  next generation	
  controlling their	
  future
The 201 Garma	
  Youth Forum has attracted broad range	
  of interest from wide variety of schools
from across the	
  nation. Event organisers expect up to 20 students will gather at this year’s	
   day
scheduled Youth Forum in NE	
  Arnhem Land, August 10 – 11,	
  2013.
Schools registered	
  to	
  attend	
  the Garma Youth	
  Forum stem from remote bases across the region, the
majority are pupils of remote homelands schools. “We are enjoying increased attention from
interstate schools who are keen to progress their Indigenous education focus to educate & guide
their	
  students during the platform of	
  our	
  four	
  day Garma event	
  at	
  the Gulkula site. Gulkula is a
Yolngu traditional ceremonial meeting ground 4 kilometres from the township of Gove in the
Northern Territory, and our event will attract up to 200 people	
  from across Australia,”	
  says Denise
Bowden	
  General Manager of the Yothu	
  Yindi Foundation.
The Garma	
  Youth Forum has developed supportive following from interstate education institutes	
  
such as St Columbans in QLD, Geelong Grammar & Scotch College	
  in Melbourne. “St Columbans,
Geelong Grammar & Scotch College have been running some encouraging Indigenous programs for
some time, and it is pleasing to	
  hear they will be returning to	
  join	
  us this year”, said Djawa
Yunupingu, Deputy Chairman of the Yothu	
  Yindi Foundation.
The programming of	
  the 2013 Youth Forum is structured this year	
  to ensure that	
  the youth are
aware	
  of the	
  history of the	
  196 Yirrkala	
  Bark Petition as we	
  mark its 50th anniversary this year with
significant Yolngu ceremony. Additionally, there	
  will be	
  mentors on hand to clearly explain the	
  
background	
  of the national push	
  for Constitutional Reform. “It is difficult for Australians of any age
group to completely	
  understand the subject of Constitutional Reform,” Denise Bowden said. “Some	
  
of Australia’s leading thinkers will speak with	
  the youth	
  about these important matters, plus general
issues such as career pathways, wellbeing, social	
  justice and reconciliation”.	
  

The Garma Youth	
  Forum will begin with traditional smoking ceremony, a talk on the 6 Yolngu
seasons, guided walks	
  detailing the significance of medicinal plants & the bush	
  pharmacy surrounds,	
  
cultural activities, dance & music	
  workshops	
  and much more.
The	
  message	
  of the	
  Garma	
  Youth Forum is relayed back to home	
  bases, and always, the	
  stories are	
  
shared with family members around the	
  dinner table. These	
  messages transcend an adult voice, it is
priceless.	
   Through the Garma Youth Forum comes the voice of the next generation controlling	
  their
future.
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Garma Key Note Speech, 9 August 2013
Djawa Yunupingu
[STATEMENT IN GUMATJ MATHA]

Ladies and gentlemen, it is my great honour to stand here before my ancestors and
and speak to you today.
I have just spoken in a language very few of you understand.
It is a beautiful language that is soft yet strong. It is a language that catches the
sounds and the style of nature. It matches and mirrors the rhythms and movement of
the land, the style and the power of the fish, the birds and the animals. It reflects the
patterns of nature.
The word “Gopu” for example is not just a word for “tuna fish” but for the explosion of
that fish from the water, and the spray that it sends into the air upon its explosion.
The “Gunumarra” is the fresh water herring that swims in murky water and is the only
fish that can see through that murky water. It is able to detour any obstacle when
being hunted. It makes a cloud of dust in the water and disappears into the thickets
of the undergrass – Gumatj people are like that – we call ourselves “Gunumarra”.
We can do that and we do. We disappear and sit back watching the trouble from
another angle, thinking about our next move. The water the fish lives in is “dalatj”
and as I’ve mentioned this is the special name my clan, the Gumatj. Taking it a step
further we draw on that name to refer to ourselves as the “dhalatj gulku” which
means people who are “a cut above”. My father’s other name was “Gunumarra”,

1

named after that fish, and we dance and sing the “Gunumarra” – it is a guardian fish
like our great totem the “Baru”, the crocodile.
Our words, and our way of life, are drawn from the world that is around us.
Gumatj is the first language of this country and today you will hear it as spoken as
loud and as proud as it was spoken 50 years ago by my father, 100 years ago by my
grandfather and 1,000 years ago by my ancestors.
------------------------------------------When I spoke just before I asked our ancestors to look after us and protect us here
at Gulkula.
I asked them to give us strength and unity and purpose.
I asked them not to forget you either, to remember the strangers that are in our
country, that have come as our friends.
__________________________________
Ladies and gentlemen, my name is Djawa Yunupingu.
My first name “Djawa” means “cyclone, watch out, danger, cyclone coming”.
But I’m not here today as a cyclone – just as a person.
The name “Yunupingu” means ‘rock’ - an unbreakable rock that stands against time.
My clan is Gumatj, from my father. From my mother clan Ngaymil, I am the little
shark, the yothu shark.
My people are the Yolngu of North East Arnhem Land and my country is Australia.

My Prime Minister is, currently, Kevin Rudd. But it is my clan leader Galarrwuy
Yunupingu who is the highest authority in my life and who is the person who has
inspired and challenged me all my life.
Men and women like Galarrwuy Yunupingu, my mari Wali Wunungmurra, from the
Dhalwangu clan - my recently deceased brother, and many other deceased before
him, and many still alive, are great Australian leaders. They have ensured that
younger men like myself can stand here today and address you in the language of
my ancestors.
They have made sure that I can sing manikay, that I know the minytji, which are the
sacred designs; they have given me the secret names of the country, the sacred
ceremonies, the patterns and beauty of our culture in all its depth and power.
Ladies and gentlemen, this is a very important point that I emphasise. What my
elders have given me I have given to my children and now, with them, I give to my
grandchildren.
And this leads me to my main point today.
Yolngu song-cycles are unbroken.
Our language is strong.
Our ceremonies are as they should be.
Our land, our inheritance still lies beneath our feet.
Our children are given their identity through Yolngu names.
We are Yolngu people first and foremost.
But we are Australians also.

And we seek to be Australians. We seek to be Yolngu people within Australia.
Proud Yolngu and Proud Australians.
--------------------------------------------------

_______________________________
Ladies and gentlemen, I am proud of our achievements but I also worry about the
future.
Yolngu people are not afraid of the future. But the future is dangerous to us.
Too many of our last generations of children have grown up confused and unable to
live full lives in the modern world. Yolngu people must take responsibility for our
children and their future and we do.
But the modern world of Australia places huge pressures on us.
We see what poison and what confusion the outside world brings when it comes in,
takes power from us, takes away responsibility from us and leaves us hanging
around waiting for a hand-out.
And too many of our people fall into that trap. Waking up each day waiting for
someone else to do things for them. And the parents pass these bad habits onto the
kids.
The world of too many of our children is continually threatened by this bad
behaviour.
So, along those lines I want to raise THREE points.
Number One – we need to be take back responsibility

All of us must be responsible for our future.
In the last 10 years my clan has taken control of our future.
One of our motto’s is LOOK UP TO THE FUTURE and we have done this.
Time and again Galarrwuy has spoken about how we will do things ourselves and
we have.
We have a long way to go but we have built pride as we have employed our own
people, built our own school, grassed our football oval, started a nursery, opened a
store and pulled together as a community. Ladies and gentlemen, look around you
and see what we have created here at Gulkula on our sacred country.
I urge all Aboriginal people to take this same approach and take back responsibility.

Number two - the government bureaucracy must work with us not against us
One of the problems with taking responsibility is that we are living now in such a
welfare state where too much is given or taken away by outside government forces.
And not just one arm of government gets involved in our lives – there are too many
arms, like an octopus – except the octopus even argues with itself and competes
itself, tangling everything up and leaving us high and dry.
And with every confused government program comes confused outsiders.
All with their forms for us to sign to be sent back to Darwin or Canberra. It’s like a
comedy movie except it’s not funny and it keeps replaying itself every day in front of
our eyes. The money wasted is criminal. The effect on people’s lives is criminal.

We have to stop this and have One Road and one Authority that we can know, trust
and work with.
Number Three – let us take the lead with business on our own land
Yolngu understand trade and commerce. We’ve been at it for centuries, with the
Macassans and with others before them.
Today we have our own companies: we have a timber company; we have a
contracting company; we have a retail arm, a store, a coffee shop, a pastoral
company with an abattoir and a meat processing plant. We run the Nhulunbuy Waste
dump. We have fishing licences. We have an agreement with Rio Tinto. We have
rebuilt this Garma site. We have homelands that are now entering into the economy
through Lirrwi tourism, or cattle farming, or the forestry industry.
These businesses all create jobs.
We understand that a job is the most important thing.
In the last year or so we have created over 60 jobs for Yolngu people, here on the
Gove Peninsula, because we are now part of the economy – we have found our way
in to that economy.
At my community Gunyangara the families of the men and women that have
restarted their lives as workers have been changed for the better. Husbands and
wives are both working. Their children are going to school. Life is better for the
community.
We need a strong economy to keep providing jobs for our people.
On this note I call on both governments and Rio Tinto to conclude an
agreement for Gas to Gove.

Gas to Gove is not a vote winner in Darwin, or Canberra. But it is essential to the
future well-being of North East Arnhem Land for both Yolngu and non-Yolngu
people.
I ask Government and Rio Tinto to think about this very carefully – to get their heads
together and make Gas to Gove happen.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------In closing I make a few comments to my country men here today.
Aboriginal and Islander people are the spirit of this country - whether Yolngu, or
Anangu, or Koori, or Murri, or Islander.
Aboriginal and Islander people are the original pioneers who tamed the country,
whose ancestors learned its secret ways, and it secret names; who grew with it in
harmony and learned to live with it. We still carry its secret totems and icons – secret
and hidden but very much alive in our world.
To my countrymen and women I want to say to you that the Yolngu people do not
stand apart from you – we stand with you and you stand with us. Our ceremonies
link with you throughout the country.
I would like all Aboriginal people to know that the strength of Yolngu culture is also
your strength. Work with us respectfully and carefully and the knowledge that we
have can be shared and be used to again link up the song-lines of our country.
Ladies and gentlemen, [thank the audience in Gumatj]
Thank you for listening to me.

GPO Box 3234
DARWIN NT 0801, Australia
T: +61 8 8941 2900 F: +61 8941 8261
Email: admin@garmafestival.com.au
ABN:28 221 722 606
ICN: 1161
www.garmafestival.com.au
9 – 12 August, 2013

MEDIA RELEASE
8 Innovative Aboriginal communities and
leaders unite to fight for empowerment
Aboriginal leaders have used this year’s Garma Festival to announce the
“Empowered Communities” program, where eight leaders from five regions across
Australia come together and become signatories to a commitment on joint principles
of indigenous reform. It allows best practice to be leveraged, and sharing with each
other what works, and equally, what does not work.
Cape York leader Noel Pearson gave a land mark speech which had all the
hallmarks of his great oratory of the past. “These eight communities across the
country got together to get on to the next stage of indigenous reform, and
resolved that there’s a lot of commonality in the policies we propose,” Pearson
said. He spoke of a ‘cultural renaissance’ and a ‘common agenda’ across the
collaborating regions, to better pursue the dreams of their people.
The design of programs must be site specific to allow for different laws, cultures,
governance, and ways of making things happen, but lessons are to be learnt from
the sharing of experiences, good and bad.
Pearson also welcomed the announcement by the Minister for Indigenous Affairs,
Jenny Macklin, of government support for the consideration of an interface
mechanism that will empower indigenous Australians to take control of their own
destinies.
The Minister applauded the eight signatories to the agreement. “It is wonderful for
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders to see these strong leaders from across the
country stand up and say ‘the only way we know it will get better is if we take
control ourselves, stand up alongside government’. On behalf of the government, I
say that we’re with you - to make sure that indigenous men and women can pursue
their dreams, economic and cultural.”
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Djawa Yunupingu & Yananymul Mununggurr Set New
Garma Education Strategy
Embargo 9amFriday August 9th 2013
“Today we launch a new Garma for our people. We are determined to give our young people
a future as proud Yolngu and proud Australians. Our new direction is set by our Chairman
Galarrwuy Yunupingu. Now we put the theory into practice. We have created this new
Garma bush university all around us. This new Garma site is a training ground for our
people. The Yothu Yindi foundation will strive to create an environment where every Yolngu
child receives a decent education”. Djawa Yunupingu said
“All of the Yolngu clans are united as one. We pursue our own dreams but we do so in
cooperation with each other across our homelands and we will support each in a spirit of
strength and unity. This Garma site is where we will come together every year to meet and
talk with you and to link up with our friends and networks across Australia,” Yananymul
Mununggurr reiterated.
Garma has gone to a new level of sophistication with a record number of registrations and
new facilities including a new main stage, new key forum building, classrooms, library, coffee
shops and superbly crafted shelters made from local materials harvested by Yolngu timber
crews and built by Yolngu builders in conjunction with local contractors.
More press releases, footage and sound for the first day of Garma can be found at the
following link: www.yyf.com.au/pages/Media-Releases.html
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$3M boost to Garma
Embargo 4 pm Friday August 9th 2013

Institute

The Minister for Indigenous Affairs, Jenny Macklin, today committed $3 million on behalf of the
Federal Government to the cultural foundation of the Garma Institute. Located in Gulkula, north
east Arnhem Land, the Institute continues to develop as a facility that meets the needs of the
younger generation as they moves towards the workplace.
Yolngu elder Djawa Yunupingu said: ‘All Yolngu people and clans will be thrilled by the Minister’s
announcement today. It is one that will go a long way to reviving the Dhupuma College, which
even though it was closed down in 1980, continues to live on for all of us across Arnhem Land.”
The Minister made the announcement during her visit to the 2013 Garma Festival. “In the midst of a
festival that celebrates the legacy of the bark petition 50 years ago, this is an announcement that
also has an eye on the future, and on the youth of a region so rich in its cultural tapestry. The
federal government’s contribution towards the cultural foundation reinforces the work that Garma
has already done, and will no doubt built on it,” Ms Macklin said.
The announcement is a key milestone towards the continued development of the Garma Institute.
As well as being a multi-purpose facility with a number of functions, its focus continues to draw
closer and closer to the needs of the Yolngu people in the crucial areas of adult education, job
readiness training, pathways from welfare to work, re-engagement and up-skilling. It does so
respecting young Yolngu men and women, and provides them with the chance to improve their
lives and be their best.
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PARTNERSHIP OF HOPE & DEVELOPMENT`
Embargo 12 pm Friday August 9th 2013
“If anything symbolizes the new, positive friendly feeling sweeping through Gulkula it is the role of
the Northern Territory Department of Correctional Services’(NTDCS) community working party and
the departmental officers in preparing the Garma site each year. They work extremely hard,
alongside volunteers from all over Australia, and are the heart of making Garma work so well each
year. We are so glad they are here. I feel glad to welcome them each year.” said senior Galpu
woman Dhanggal Gurruwiwi.
“When we first visited correctional facilities it was our dream to help Yolngu, the broad Aboriginal
community and non-Aboriginal prisoners get the chance to make a contribution back to their
community. The way that this occurs at Garma each year is now a shining example of what can be
done to reintegrate prisoners into the community and to help them achieve a renewed sense of
purpose in life” said senior Gumatj woman Djapirri Mununggirritij.
Commissioner Ken Middlebrook of the NTDCS similarly welcomed the announcement, saying that it
showed how much could be achieved when two community facing organisations put their minds
together and nutted out real solutions. “This is great for the local community in so many ways, and
provides a great way for our prisoners to get back on their feet, and make a real difference in the
community.”
The Yothu Yindi Foundation (YYF), the Gumatj corporation and the Northern Territory Department
of Correctional Services (NTDCS) today entered into a Memorandum of Understanding which will
provide a 30 prisoner work crew to work at the Garma Festival over the next three years.
What was originally organised by the Elders Visiting Program in 2011 with the assistance of Elders
Dhanggal Gurruwiwi and Djapirri Mununggirritj and Festival organisers, has now become
entrenched into something tangible that provides real benefits to Garma and beyond. Prisoners
gain important skills and are encouraged during their rehabilitation, while their families are
heartened by their contribution to the wider community.

More press releases, footage and sound can be found at the following
link: www.yyf.com.au/pages/Media-Releases.html
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Ms Gurruwiwi, a Director of the YYF Board, said she was pleased to make the announcement at
this year’s Garma Festival. “Garma is all about bringing people together, and this announcement
shows how we can truly bring everyone together, helping those that need it most, to get back, and
make up for mistakes of the past,” she said.
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MEDIA RELEASE
Yolngu Heroes
Embargo 10 am Friday August 9th 2013

“There are heroes and there are heroes. Today we announce the formation of a truly
significant Garma initiative. The acknowledgement of heroes of the Yolngu and
Australia’s future.” Jack Thompson said today. “These people are not only role
models for young people but also for us all”.
Barbara Lak Lak Burrarrwanga is an inspirational leader. Teacher, grandmother,
artist, author and co-founder of Bawaka homelands tourism a renowned local
tourism business.
Jonah Wurramara, traditional owner of Bickerton Island, founding member of
Lagulalya tourism is commitment to animal welfare and control across N.E. Arnhem
land.
Trevor Dharramandji started the Ski Beach Furniture factory in February 2011.
Trevor clocks up 80 hours minimum a fortnight as supervisor of the Bay Bay Mi
Timber mill. He is a tower of strength and a positive role model for young people.
Evelyna Dhamarrandji from Galiwin’ku is a passionate youth worker, marathon
runner and was the 2013 NT Young Achiever.
Vanessa Wunungmurra is an outstanding teacher from Yirrkala school. She was
nominated by her Grade 4, 5, 6 Baru class who appreciate her dedication to bilingual literacy.
Barrata Marika is one of the outstanding team at Buku Larrngay Mulka at Yirrkala.
Barrata takes her artistic inspiration from her grand mother Djhandi Gurriwiw and
mother Gunanu Yunupingu.
Nonggirrnga Marawili, daughter of the lightning snake, wife of deceased Djapu
statesman Djutjadjutja Mununggurr won best bark painting at the National
Indigenous Art awards in 1997 and can often be found painting at Buku Larnngay
Mulka.

Dhappanbal Yunupingu is an up and coming young artist who is also part of the
dynamic team at Buku Larrngay Mulka. Working in the printing space Dhappanbal is
learning the craft of etching and has worked as a teachers assistant and also at
Yolngu Business Enterprises.
Dhambit Mununggurr, mother of two winners of the National Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander art award had a serious car accident in 2007 and has been confined
to a wheel chair. Since that time she has renewed her life through art.
It is significant that Dhambit’s latest works are of the Gulkula site where the Garma
festival is held each year.
Artworks from Barrata, Nonggirrnga, Dhapanbal, Dhambit are all available on Garma
merchandise. These are real prizes for art lovers and commemorate the heroic
efforts of this years Garma heroes.
More press releases, footage and sound for the first day of Garma can be found at the
following link: www.yyf.com.au/pages/Media-Releases.html
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MEDIA RELEASE
Key Points of Tony Abbott’s Garma Speech on Indigenous
Affairs
Tony Abbott 'threw away' his prepared speech to speak 'from his heart as did Galarrwuy Yunupingu'.
Mr Abbott responded to Galarrwuy's challenge to move on from land rights to land ownership
for Aboriginal people.
* Mr Abbott spoke about 'waking up land rights'.
* He aimed to be the 'first Prime Minister of Aboriginal Affairs'.
* He committed his government and indeed himself to being continually closely informed by the real lived
experience of the Aboriginal people who were best placed to advise government, policies and strategies.
* He committed to people in Canberra being better informed on Indigenous issues. As an example of
maintaining connection with Aboriginal people, he undertook to spend the first week after he is elected in
the Yolgnu community if that would be acceptable to the community.
* He undertook to place Aboriginal affairs within Prime Minister and Cabinet with the aim of enabling
complete service delivery within one department rather than the fragmented approach that currently
exists-refer to the 'octopus scenario of the current mode of provision of services that was mooted
yesterday.
* He would appoint Senator Nigel Scullion as Minister for Aboriginal Affairs and would appoint Warren
Mundine to the Chair of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Council.
* He talked about not 'changing' the Constitution, but 'completing' it. He undertook to ensure a bipartisan
approach to Constitutional review undertaking to have a proposal to the parliament for
Constitutional amendments within the first 12 'months following election'.
* He undertook not to be too prescriptive about land rights, but emphasised that we must respect that land to
Aboriginal people was not only a spiritual and cultural asset, but also an economic asset, which Aboriginal
people should be able to manage independently. Indeed in response to questions about his plans for
change to Wild Rivers legislation, he again reiterated that Australia must allow Aboriginal people to
undertake

economic development of their lands and if legislation is preventing this, then the registration should
be removed.
* Mr. Abbot was also committed to supporting the empowerment of Aboriginal Australians, citing three
important antecedents to empowerment. He emphasised that empowerment of the community could
only be achieved if there was empowerment of the individual. This would be achieved by (1) all children
going to school (60% of kids in the NT didn't go to school), (2) adults going to work and (3) ensuring lawful
order to ensure safe and vibrant communities. He believes that Aboriginal children should be educated in
the culture and language, but that this did not preclude there being fluent in English, that they might be a
full participants in culture and a full participant in economy.
* Abbot said in response to a question about 'words and actions' and their disconnect, that the world was not
changed by a speech, but that individuals could be moved by speech. However, success is the product of
all individuals contributing in whatever way they can'.
Warren Mundine, undertook to devolve power back to communities, rather than have it centralised in
Canberra. He also suggested that over the past years we have been 'running a marathon in order to close
the gap', but need to sprint in order to address issues of the high rates of Aboriginal incarceration and
getting Aboriginal kids to school. The constituency of the Council would ensure appropriate
representation by Mr Mundine of woman, rural and urban and senior traditional people.
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Media Release
JENNY MACKLIN MP
Minister for Families, Community Services and Indigenous Affairs
Minister for Disability Reform

WARREN SNOWDON MP
Minister for Indigenous Health
Member for Lingiari

New ABA projects announced for the Northern Territory
Community infrastructure upgrades, a boost in efforts to help protect and conserve
the environment, a mobile male health unit and an inter-island barge for the Tiwi
Islands are among 35 new projects to receive funding totaling more than
$10.2 million from the Aboriginals Benefit Account (ABA).
The Minister for Indigenous Affairs Jenny Macklin and Minister for Indigenous Health
and local Member for Lingiari Warren Snowdon said the funding will deliver much
needed projects and services to Indigenous communities in the Territory.
“These are grassroots projects which are developed by the community to benefit
local Aboriginal people and make a significant contribution to closing the gap on
Indigenous disadvantage,” Ms Macklin said.
“Importantly, they will create new jobs, strengthen remote communities and improve
the lives of Aboriginal people in the Northern Territory.
“Funding includes more than $1.5 million to the Northern Land Council to fund and
support 18 new ranger programs in the Top End.
“These programs will not only provide local employment opportunities but also deliver
real environmental benefits and will keep culture strong in some of the Territory’s
most intact and fragile ecosystems.”
Mr Snowdon said the Australian Football League Northern Territory will also receive
$1.5 million to continue its Strength and Unity through Football program in selected
communities for a further two years.
“The program will deliver a variety of football programs to drive improvements in
areas such as health and fitness, school attendance and employment,” Mr Snowdon
said.
“We know that these programs are a great way for Indigenous girls and boys to
participate in a sport that they love, while also gaining positive skills and practical
outcomes.
“Other important projects being funded include a mobile male health unit to service
Central Australian communities, the Warlpiri Media Archives Revitalisation Project,
upgrading three community and training centres in the Alice Springs Town Camps
and a bush medicine project at Banatjarl.

“Projects such as the mobile male health unit will make a real and immediate
difference in remote communities,” Mr Snowdon said.
ABA grants are awarded to projects that will help improve the lives of Aboriginal
people living in the Northern Territory.
The ABA was established under the Aboriginal Land Rights (Northern Territory) Act
1976 (the ALRA Act).
The account is funded by payments from the Commonwealth Government,
equivalent to the value of royalties paid by mining interests on Aboriginal land in the
Northern Territory.
Minister Macklin thanked the ABA Advisory Committee and in particular the chair,
Mrs Pat Brahim, for the ongoing work they do to make this program a success.

Organisation

Project

Location

Funding

Balunu Foundation Ltd

Balunu Youth Healing
Camps for at risk youth
aged 12-17

Darwin Region

$250,000

Tiwi Islands Shire
Council

Upgrade of facilities at
Bathurst Island Oval Tiwi
Islands

Wurrumiyanga
(Nguiu)

$201,310

Karnte Aboriginal
Corporation

Karnte Community Centre
Upgrade

Alice Springs

$249,848

Central Australian
Aboriginal Congress
Aboriginal Corporation

Mobile Male Health Unit

Remote Central
Australian
Communities

$250,000

Katherine Regional
Aboriginal Health and
Related Services
Incorporated

Katherine Region Youth
Group - Building Strong
Futures Together Today

Katherine Region

$245,443

West Arnhem Shire
Council

Youth Space Upgrade

Gunbalanya

$250,000

Nyewente Association
Incorporated

Refurbishment and
Upgrade for Nyewente
Community Centre

Alice Springs

$249,811

Tangentyere Council
Incorporated

Yarrenyty Arltere Learning
Centre Infrastructure
Upgrade

Alice Springs

$249,767

Katherine West Health
Board Aboriginal
Corporation

Strong Body, Strong Mind,
Strong Spirit: hip hop
workshops and leadership
camp for Indigenous youths
aged 12-25 years in nine

Yarralin, Lingara,
Bulla, Pigeon Hole,
Mialuni,
Lajamanu,Kalkarindji,
Dagaragu,Timber

$103,460

Organisation

Project
communities in the
Katherine region.

Angkerle Aboriginal
Corporation

Three Phase
Inverter/Battery for Diesel
Generator Power System

Location

Funding

Creek

Standley Chasm
(Angkerle Atwatye)

$245,000

Organisation

Project

Location

Funding

Akanta Aboriginal
Corporation

Purchase of a truck to
provide additional capacity
supporting traditional
owners in long-term land
management initiatives

Urrampinyi-Iltiltjarri
Aboriginal Land Trust
in Central Australia

$170,000

Tiwi Islands Shire
Council

Inter-Island Barge: 7.5
metre landing barge and
trailer to transport
community members
between Melville and
Bathurst Islands

Tiwi Islands

$210,100

Warumungu and Anurrete
Aboriginal Land Trust
boundary fencing

Warumungu and
Anurrete Aboriginal
Land Trust

$235,400

Galatji Development
Corporation Pty Ltd

Galatji Cattle Breeding
Project

Menngen Aboriginal
Land Trust,
Katherine Region

$250,000

Ngaanyatjarra
Pitjantjatjara
Yankunytjatjara (NPY)
Women's Council
Aboriginal Corporation

Bi-cultural Aboriginal
awareness course material
development

Southern Central
Australia

$25,000

The Fred Hollows
Foundation

The Banatjarl Bush
Medicine Project

Banatjarl, Katherine
Region

$224,400

Bawinanga Aboriginal
Corporation

Commercial Fridge and
Freezer Project

Maningrida

$180,000

East Journey
Aboriginal Corporation

Stepping Up to the Future

Yirrkala and
homelands

$231,150

Karungkarni Art and
Culture Aboriginal
Corporation

Wave Hill/Canberra
Exchange Program

Kalkaringi

$20,666

Women’s Law and Culture
Meeting 2013

Central Australia

$140,000

Yothu Yindi
Foundation Aboriginal
Corporation

2103 Garma Bunggul

North East Arnhem
Land

$150,000

Yothu Yindi
Foundation Aboriginal
Corporation

2013 Garma Catering

North East Arnhem
Land

$75,000

Yothu Yindi
Foundation Aboriginal
Corporation

2013 Garma Youth Forum

North East Arnhem
Land

$50,000

Central Land Council

Central Land Council
(CLC)

Organisation

Project

Yothu Yindi
Foundation Aboriginal
Corporation

Location

Funding

2013 Garma Operations

North East Arnhem
Land

$150,000

Arrernte Culture: Itentye
(Branching Out)

Alice Springs

$250,000

Warlpiri Media Archives
Revitalisation Project

Yuendumu

$249,400

Women’s Law and Culture
Gathering 2013

Northern Land
Council Region

$250,000

Waltja Tjutangku
Palyapayi Aboriginal
Corporation

Older and Younger Women
together for Culture

Central Australia

$214,879

Central Australian
Aboriginal Congress
Aboriginal Corporation

Emergency Response
Vehicle Replacement (first
response) for Mutitjulu
Community

Mutitjulu

$200,000

Thamarrurr
Development
Corporation Ltd

Wadeye Magic Football
Club

Wadeye

$220,000

Australian Football
League Northern
Territory Ltd (AFLNT)

Strength and Unity through
Football – Additional
funding to 2015

Maningrida, Ngukurr,
Hermannsburg
(Ntaria), Gapuwiyak,
Lajamanu

$1,500,000

Northern Land Council

NLC Ranger Group –
Capital and Operational
funding to support 18
Ranger programs in the
Top End

Northern Land
Council Region

$1,569,305

North Australian
Aboriginal Corporation

Part Refit of North
Australian Aboriginal
Corporation building

Darwin

$503,000

Dhimurru Aboriginal
Corporation

Dhimurru Senior Staff
Accommodation – grant
adjustment

North East Arnhem
Land

$360,000

Anindilyakwa Land
Council

Funeral and Ceremonies
2013-14

Groote Eylandt

$500,000

Akeyulerre
Incorporated
Warlpiri Media
Association - PAW
Media and
Communications
Northern Land Council
(NLC)

